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Johnstown, Cambria County, welcomed the new cen-
tury with a host of redevelopment projects that are
bringing a fresh look to the community and creating
economic development opportunities. One of these
projects is the remediation and redevelopment of the
Johnstown Corporation’s steel foundry plant, under
Pennsylvanias Land Recycling Program.

This 100-year old foundry located on 68-acres along
the banks of the Stonycreek River found itself in
bankruptcy in 1996, as a result of the steel industry’s
decay and aging technology. The shutdown of indus-
trial plants and businesses in Johnstown left the city
in poor economic condition. The Commonwealth
declared Johnstown a financially distressed city in the
early 1990s.

Larry Ward, Johnstown Corporation, reviews a
On a mission to bring life and prosperity back to Johnstown, a team of blucprint with land recycling parmers Brian
community, government and business organizations joined together to i‘fp‘”fm” Busimmal Jeionid o By,
improve the fumne of the city. This team, composed of the Redevelopment Aekerins 0 Rk jgmu; S
Authority; City of Johnstown; Johnstown Area Regional Industries; Greater  Authority: Richard Tuscels, City of Jobnstawn
Johnstown Committee; the Renaissance Partnership; CED; and Tom Buchan, DEP
and the Pennsylvania Department of Community and i, B
Economic Development (DCED), worked hand-in-
hand with the site’s new owner, HIG Capital, DEP and
project engineers from Environmental Science and
Engineering Inc., to assess and remediate the city’s old

steel foundry.

DCED awarded a $20,000 grant to the Redevelopment
Authority to conduct a baseline environmental investi-
gation of the site. Similarly, through the Land Recycling
Program, the site qualified for low-interest loans and
state funding to assist with remediation efforts. As a
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